
 

LESSON PLAN & ACTIVITY:  EL CAMINO REAL 

Introduction 
In this lesson, students will learn about the history and importance of the 
Camino Real or Camino Real de Tierra Adentro (also known as the Chihuahua 
Trail), the road that led from Mexico City to the capital of Nuevo México, 
Santa Fe. Through research, visual arts and role playing activities, students 
will learn about life in Spanish Colonial New Mexico and how it compares to 
their lives today. This lesson teaches the history of New Mexico and explores 
the cultural characteristics of the region in the 18th century. It is a thematic 
multidisciplinary lesson that addresses social studies, language arts, visual 
arts, theater arts, mathematics and science.  
 
The Big Question for this lesson is "What was the Camino Real and 
how did it impact how people lived in Nuevo México?" 
 
Student Outcomes 
After completing a unit on the Camino Real, students will understand:  

 The importance of the Camino Real as a trade route between Mexico 
City and Santa Fe, Nuevo México.  

 That the people who traveled along the Camino Real in the 18th 
century endured great hardships and struggled to adapt their lives to 
the new territory of Nuevo México.  

 How lifestyles of the Hispano people living in Nuevo México at the end 
of the 18th century compare to their lives today.  

 The experiences of Native Americans living along the Camino Real  

 
 
Content Areas and Grade Levels 
This lesson addresses the content areas of New Mexico history, United States 
history, and multicultural studies. It is most relevant to students in grades 4 
and 7, who are studying these areas. Students should be able to read and 
write. This lesson may be presented bilingually (Spanish/ English) as there 
are many Spanish words introduced.  
 
Technology Usage 

 Virtual tours on the world wide web  
 Use of a digital camera and scanner  
 Development of a slide show using the MS PowerPoint program  
 Use of e-mail  



Resources 
On-line: 

 Museum of New Mexico, Office of Statewide Programs and Education, 
www.museumeducation.org/curricula_treasure_text.htmlwww.museumeducation.org/curricula_treasure_text.html. Treasure 
Trunk text on-line  

 New Mexico Culture Net: www.nmculturenet.orgwww.nmculturenet.org. Units of study: 
Hispanic Folk Arts and the Environment: A New Mexican Perspective. 
Teaching Southwest Architecture to Children  

 Regional Educational Technology Assistance Initiative (RETA), New 
Mexico State University, reta.nmsu.edu. Lesson plans for teachers.  

 education.nmsu.edu/webquest/wq/camino/camino.html. A web quest 
for students on El Camino Real produced by RETA.  

 
 
Process: 

Tips: 
This unit of study could take several weeks to several months. 
There is a wealth of resources relating to this topic. If you are 
residents of New Mexico, there are numerous field trip 
possibilities and sources for information (see the resources/ 
bibliography section at the end of the lesson). Depending on the 
ability of the students, you may have them do much of the 
investigating of the topic on their own. For younger students, 
you may need to have more materials available in advance.  

 
 
Materials: 
This will depend greatly on the activities you select. Here are some 
suggestions to get you started: 

 9 x 12 drawing paper or any other standard size  
 Paints and brushes, pencils, colored pencils, pastels  
 New Mexico magazines, scissors, glue  
 Clay, related tools, and assorted natural materials (to build a model as 

described in the lesson, "Land, River and Hispanic Settlements" listed 
above as part of the Hispanic Folk Arts and the Environment unit of 
study).  

 Inspiration Software  
 Timeliner Software by Tom Snyder  
 Video camera for drama production/ debate/ press conference.  
 Publisher software to produce newspaper/ brochure  
 Hyperstudio presentation software  



 
 
Preparation: 

 Go to the Museum of New Mexico Office of Statewide Programs and 
Education's website: <>www.museumeducation.orgwww.museumeducation.org. Take the topic 
tour under the Palace of the Governors for the Camino Real. View the 
photo show images and print them out for classroom use. 

 Research any information you can find on the Camino Real (see 
resources and bibliography). Gather photographs, books, web sites, 
maps, objects, etc. 

 Find children's books that relate to the topic. 

 Access the topic information and ideas for activities at the Museum of 
New Mexico web site: 
www.museumedwww.museumeducation.org/curricula_treasure_text.html from the 
Treasure Trunks whose topics apply. 

 Print out the maps at the Museum of New Mexico web 
site:www.museumeducation.org/curricula_maps.htmlwww.museumeducation.org/curricula_maps.html 

 Print the letter by Felipe Luis Ramírez Gonzáles to his cousin for each 
student or pairs of students.  

 Consult any historians, museum curators, elders, folk artists, etc. who 
live in your community, who would be able to come to your school and 
make presentations, conduct art activities, or discuss life as it was in 
the past in Nuevo México.  

Vocabulary: 
Adobe - unfired earth brick made of clay, sand, water and straw.  

Acequias - ditches for water transport from larger rivers to agricultural fields  

Arroyo - streams that normally are dry for one half of the year except in the 
rainy season.  

Arrieros - muleteers  

Camino Real - the royal road, the king's highway; name used during the 
Spanish colonial period for the road connecting Santa Fe, New Mexico with 
Mexico City.  

Carpintero - carpenter  



Carreta - a two-wheel cart drawn by oxen  

Carro - a four-wheel covered wagon with metal axles  

Casas Reales - the royal buildings; in Santa Fe the royal buildings included 
the Palace of the Governors as well as other government offices.  

Churro - a breed of sheep that was introduced to New Mexico by Spanish 
people in the 1500s.  

Fanegas - bushels  

Herrero - blacksmith  

Horno - bee-hived shaped outdoor oven, introduced by the Spanish of 
Moorish influence.  

Jornada de Muerto - "Journey of death", a 90-mile route on the Camino Real 
that cuts through a desolate sandy stretch of land away from the river.  

Mayordomo - conductor, director  

Nueva España - New Spain, the name Spain gave to the area it claimed from 
Mexico in the south to what is now the northern boundaries of California, 
Nevada, and Utah (including Texas).  

Nuevo México - "another Mexico" or the "other Mexico". Hoping to find wealth 
similar to that of the city of México. Spanish officials named the province 
they established beyond the frontier of north-central New Spain in 1598 
"New Mexico" (Nuevo México).  

Padre - priest, father  

Paraje- campsites along the Camino Real  

Peones - laborers  

Plaza - central area in a town or villa where people gather  

Presidio - fortress built by the Spanish to protect their missions and 
settlements.  

Pueblo - town; the name the Spanish gave to the Native American 
settlements along the Rio Grande.  



Rancho - farm/ ranch of Hispanic people  

Recuas - mule trains  

Sierras - mountain ranges  

Villa - a formal town (larger than a village)  

Villita - village  

Xochimilco - village located near the capital of New Spain, Mexico.  

 
 
Tasks: 
Introduction 
Ask students the Big Question, What was the Camino Real? What does the 
word mean? (The Royal Road). What other Camino Reales are there in other 
states? Explain that in this lesson they will learn about the Camino Real in 
Nuevo México, its purpose, and how it impacted the way people lived.  
Part I: Geography of the Region 
Locate the Camino Real de Tierra Adentro on the map of North America 
(Camino Real map). Where did it begin? Where did it end? What major river 
did it follow? Which towns did it pass through? Who did the land belong to at 
that time? Who were the original inhabitants of the land? Where were their 
settlements or "pueblos?  
Alternative Activities: 

 Construct a clay or salt dough model of the main geographic features 
of the region of the Camino Real, e.g. the mountains, the river, the 
desert, the plains (see lesson #1: "Land, River and Hispanic 
Settlements" listed above as part of the Hispanic Folk Arts and the 
Environment unit of study, www.nmculturenet.orgwww.nmculturenet.org. Label the features 
in Spanish and English.  

 Create a drawing or painting of the geographic features of the region.  
 Do a magazine collage of the region using images from New Mexico 

Magazine.  
 Write a description and/ or poem of the landforms.  
 Discuss how people would have lived along the Rio Grande. Where 

would they grow their crops? Where and how would they have built 
their homes and communities? What foods would have been available 
to them before the Spanish and after the Spanish arrived? What 
activities would the people have been involved in, etc.?  

(Note: This discussion is only speculation at this point and should lead into 
the next part of the lesson).  
 
Part II: Defining the Players in Time 



 Examine the images from the Museum web site 
www.museumeducation.orgwww.museumeducation.org of scenes along the Camino Real (photo 
show). Discuss the various people involved in pioneering and exploring 
the Camino Real and those living along and in the region of the route. 
Discuss the images and questions that accompany them.  

As a whole group, have students brainstorm their preconceived ideas 
of the roles of the people involved in the journey and those already 
living in the region. Have a chart on the blackboard with two 
categories: 1. Newcomers 2. Residents. For example, under 
newcomers you could list soldiers, Franciscan friars, government 
officials, women and children, Native servants and guides. Under 
residents, Native Americans in Mexico and along the route, i.e. the 
Mansos, the Pueblo people, the Apaches, the Navajo, etc. With further 
research they should be able to refine this list. Use Inspiration 
software, if available, to help organize the student responses.  

 Ask students what did they think the Spanish introduced to the Native 
people of Nuevo México? What do they think the Native people offered 
or introduced to the Spanish? Here you could split the class into two 
groups. On one side are the Native people; on the other side the 
Spanish. Have them first discuss among their group such 
characteristics as housing, food, beliefs, clothing, animals, modes of 
transportation, etc.  

 In their groups, have them create a chart documenting their 
observations. This could be presented using drawings and/or words. 
Have them show and explain their chart to the other half of the class. 
Compare and contrast their observations.  

 Ask students if they know who was the first pioneer along the Camino 
Real in 1598. Why did he come in the first place? What hardships did 
he endure? What people and places did he encounter along the way? 
(Refer to the Camino Real Background Information-Simmons article on 
Don Juan de Oñate Opening the Camino Real and the image of Juan de 
Oñate, drawn by Jose Cisneros.  

 
Alternative activities: 

 Construct an illustrated timeline or use timeliner software if available 
of the main events that took place in New Mexico history during the 
Spanish Colonial period, between 1500s - 1800s (and to present time 
if you wish).  

 Research the place names of major stops along the way. What was the 
origin of those names? (Consult Julyan's The Place Names of New 
Mexico). 

 Calculate distances, compare the time it would take to travel from one 
location to another in the 1500s, in the 1800s and today. 



 Pair off and have one student play the role of Don Juan de Oñate in 
1598, the other be the interviewer from the year 2000. Hold a "press 
conference" and have the interviewers devise questions for Oñate 
about who he is, his intentions, why he is doing what he is doing, what 
adventures he has encountered, what dangers are there on the 
Camino Real, his impressions of New Mexico, etc. You could have 
students videotape this interaction and present it to another class or 
put it up on the school web site.  

 Role play the first encounter between Oñate and the Pueblo Indians. 
How would they interact? What would they both be feeling/ thinking?  

Part III: Research and Interpretation 

 Examine the museum artifacts from the Palace of the Governors 
online. Have students work in groups of 3-4 students to make 
observations about the object of their choice. Ask them to answer the 
following questions: What do you think it is? What do you think it is 
made of? How do you think it was made? How do you think it was 
used? What would you do with it? What was its importance to the 
person/ people who used it?  

 One student should be the recorder and write down the group's 
responses, another student is the reporter who will present the artifact 
and the group's observations to the rest of the class. Have them 
compare the objects among the groups. What do these objects on the 
whole tell us about life in New Mexico during that time period?  

Alternative activities:  

o Have them draw one or all of the objects.  
o Have them write an individual and/or group poem using 

descriptive words about the object(s).  
o Have them write a story from the perspective of the object. For 

example: How was I made? How am I used? Who uses me and 
why? And how do I feel about it?  

o Have students take turns acting out using motions to illustrate 
how they would use the object, then the class would have to 
guess which object it is they are representing. 

 Have students work in pairs and select an individual or type of person 
to research who lived along or explored the Camino Real. Make sure 
that many different occupations and types of individuals are 
represented. You may have a list for them to choose from: e.g. 
farmers (Hispanic and Native American), religious figures (Franciscan 
friars, Native priests, etc.), politicians or government leaders, women, 
children, weavers (Hispanic and Native American), blacksmiths, 
business people/ traders, school teachers, Apaches, Navajos, etc.  

Consult the resources list and select books from the bibliography to 
have available.  



 Play selections of stories and music from Enrique R. Lamadrid's 
Tesoros del Espiritu: A Portrait in Sound of Hispanic New Mexico. Have 
students discuss what the music tells us about the history, lifestyles 
and values of the Hispanic people in New Mexico.  

 After the research is complete, have students write a profile of their 
character. Describe his/ her living situation, occupation, clothing and 
appearance, personality, etc. They could do this in written form and/ 
or with illustrations.  

 Have them write a journal entry on the life in a day of their character 
along the Camino Real.  

 
 
Presentation:  
Alternative Activities: 

 Create a dramatic performance incorporating all of the characters in 
the play. Assign some students the responsibility of set design, 
creation of props, others music, costuming, dance and choreography, 
etc. Perform the play for the rest of the school, parents and the 
community at large and/or present it to another school. Videotape the 
production and put it up on the school's web site using KidPix 
software.  

 Reenact an encounter between traders on the Santa Fe plaza. What 
goods would they have to trade from New Mexico, what goods would 
have come up the Camino Real from Mexico City. Consult the article by 
Robin Farwell Gavin on El Camino Real. Have students play different 
roles of Native Americans, women, children, Franciscan friars. What 
goods would each of the different characters be interested in and why? 
What would they have to trade for? Discuss the value of objects and 
why something may be more valuable than another.  

 Have students write newspaper articles for a publication from the 
Spanish Colonial era. Students could pick different topics to focus on, 
i.e. activities on the Santa Fe plaza, adventures along the Camino 
Real, encounters between Spanish and Native people, weather and the 
natural environment, etc.  

 Construct a tourist brochure from the late 1700s - early 1800s to 
attract residents from Mexico to New Mexico. What would the 
attractive features be? Have them design and print it using Microsoft 
publisher or Word. Have students conduct the webquest on the RETA 
website: education.nmsu.edu/webquest/wq/camino/camino.html. This 
activity will help them compare life along the Camino Real in the past 
with life today.  

 Have them produce a PowerPoint presentation using illustrations or 
photographs of their work to describe an aspect of life along the 
Camino Real. Have students take their own photographs of a site(s) 
along the Camino Real, write descriptive labels and assemble an 
exhibition in the school and/or on-line.  



 Use HyperStudio software to make a presentation about the research 
findings.  

 Select one person from each pair to have a debate and/ or press 
conference to discuss the different viewpoints about what is happening 
along the Camino Real. Pick a time period to help them focus. Have 
the other half of the students ask questions of the panelists to allow 
them to voice their opinions about what is positive and what is 
negative about this new exploration and opening of the territory of 
Nuevo México by the Spanish. This production could be presented and/ 
or videotaped as well as mentioned above.  

 For older students, have the students compare current events in the 
20-21st centuries and make comparisons with times past. This could 
be done in written form or as a open debate as well.  

 Have students read the letter that Felipe Luis Ramírez Gonzáles wrote 
to his cousin in 1790. Discuss its contents with your students and have 
your students write a letter back with some responses to his 
questions. You may want them to include a drawing to help describe 
their house or aspects of their lives in Santa Fe.  

 
 
Extensions  

 Focus on architecture of the region. Compare Pueblo building styles 
with Spanish Colonial homes (see unit of study on Teaching Southwest 
Architecture to Children at www.nmculturenet.orgwww.nmculturenet.org. Research a 
particular building in Santa Fe or one along the Camino Real from the 
Spanish Colonial period. Conduct measurements of the buildings and 
transfer them using scale and ratio into a model form. Recreate the 
building in clay, using miniature adobe bricks, or some other medium. 
Label the architectural features in Spanish and English (math/ 
language arts).  

 Study water issues concerning the Rio Grande. Research and discuss 
how the river was when the Spanish arrived in New Mexico and how it 
differs today. Explore where the dams are located and how they have 
effected the flow and ecology of the river. A debate here could ensue 
between farmers and environmentalists- presenting different sides of 
the issue. Students could study the flora and fauna of the river and 
make presentations on how it has changed over time (science).  

 Take a field trip, if possible, to the river and/ or to one of the historic 
sites along the Camino Real (see resources list). Document your 
impressions of the site in written form and/or as a drawing and discuss 
how it played a role in the history of the region. Write a story about an 
event that took place at that site. (language arts/ social studies).  

 Explore some of the Spanish Colonial and Native American arts/ crafts 
of the time period. Consult the Treasure Trunk Text.  

 Visit a local history or art museum that displays artifacts from the 
Spanish Colonial time period. Discuss the role of the arts during those 



times. Why were they created? Who were they created for? Who 
created them? How were they created? (social studies/ visual art).  

 Do an anthropological study and comparison of the various native 
groups living along the region of the Camino Real. Be sure to include 
those living in present day Mexico as well as those in New Mexico. How 
are their lives different today than they were 500 years ago? (social 
studies).  

 Listen to music that would have been played during the time period. 
Discuss the different instruments used by the Spanish and those used 
by the Native Americans. How do they compare? (music).  

 Prepare foods that would have been available during the Spanish 
Colonial period. Compare the foods of the Pueblo people with that of 
the Spanish. Discuss how they combined to create a new cuisine of the 
Southwest (social studies/ culinary arts).  

 Research and study traditional dichos (proverbs) and/ or folk stories 
used by the Spanish. Discuss how they reflect certain cultural values 
(language arts/ social studies).  

 Paint a mural depicting an event or a series of events that took place 
along the Camino Real. Refer to the lesson plan on Mural Painting 
throughout Time.  

 Create a history game on a game board or with large signed markers 
in an outside area. Indicate individual events that took place along the 
Camino Real. For the board game, mark individual squares on the 
board; for the outdoor game, illustrate them on a large pieces of paper 
and laminate them for durability. Have dice to roll to move forward. 
Have players move forward spaces if landing on a positive message, 
e.g. "you repaired the wheel on your carreta, move forward 2 spaces" 
or move backward if landing on a negative message, e.g. "you 
encountered a flood in the Rio Grande, move backward 3 spaces" 
(history/ social studies).  

 Consult the Hispanic Folk Arts and the Environment curriculum guide 
for more extensions at the end of Lesson #1: "Land, River and 
Hispanic Settlements" at www.nmculturenet.orgwww.nmculturenet.org.  

 
 
Additional Resources/ Bibliography  
Select Cultural/ Historical Organizations & Sites  
The New Mexico Directory of Hispanic Culture, Hispanic Culture Foundation, 
P.O. Box 7279, Albuquerque, New Mexico, (505) 831-8360. 
www.hcfoundation.orgwww.hcfoundation.org. Excellent all encompassing guidebook to Hispanic 
cultural events, resources, such as museums, galleries, cultural and historic 
sites, special collections, films and video productions, focusing on the rich 
Hispanic legacy of New Mexico.  
Museum of New Mexico, P.O. Box 2087, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87504-2087, 
(505) 476-5060 or (800) 495-4846. www.museumofnewmexico.orgwww.museumofnewmexico.org State 
institution under the Office of Cultural Affairs consisting of four collecting 
units: Palace of the Governors, Museum of Fine Arts, Museum of 



International Folk Art and the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture and five 
state monuments: Coronado, Jemez, Lincoln, Fort Sumner, and Fort Selden.  
Palace of the Governors, (505) 476-5100. Built in 1610 by the Spanish 
government, the Palace is the oldest continuously occupied building in the 
United States. Constructed of adobe bricks, the Palace has been a home for 
colonial Spain, Mexico, Pueblo Indians, and the U.S. and Confederate armies. 
The exhibitions highlight 450 years of European presence in the Southwest.  
Museum of International Folk Art, (505) 476-1200, www.moifa.orgwww.moifa.org. Contains 
the most important collection of Hispanic folk art in the U.S. Dedicated to the 
study, preservation and interpretation of the world's folk arts, with a special 
emphasis on Hispanic folk art of New Mexico and the Spanish colonial world. 
The Hispanic Heritage Wing houses a permanent exhibition, "Familia y Fe 
(Family and Faith)" and a changing gallery primarily devoted to 
contemporary Hispanic folk traditions.  
The Spanish Colonial Arts Society, P.O. Box 1611, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
87504, (505) 983-4038. www.spanishcolonial.orgwww.spanishcolonial.org. Producers of the annual 
Spanish Market in Santa Fe, founded to "encourage and promote Spanish 
colonial arts and crafts and to inform and educate the public about traditional 
art forms, designs and techniques."  
El Rancho de Las Golondrinas, Route 14, Box 214, La Cienega, New Mexico 
87505, (505) 471-2261. golondrinas.org. Living History Museum, featuring 
the original Spanish Colonial ranch site complex of El Rancho de las 
Golondrinas (The Ranch of the Swallows) dating back to the late 1600s.  
The Taylor Museum for Southwestern Studies of the Colorado Springs Fine 
Arts Center. Brochure, Sacred Land: Indian and Hispanic Cultures of the 
Southwest.  
Chamizal National Memorial, El Paso, New Mexico/ Juarez, Mexico. (915) 
532-7273.  
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, Albuquerque, New Mexico. (505) 843-7270.  
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Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1987.  
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Weigle, Marta, editor. Hispanic Arts and Ethnohistory in the Southwest: New 
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Northern New Mexico. Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1991.  
Blood, C. and Link M. The Goat in the Rug. New York: Four Winds Press, 
1976.  
Bragg, Bea. The Very First Thanksgiving: Pioneers on the Río Grande. 
Illustrated by Antonio Castro. Tucson: Harbinger House, 1989.  
Buchanan, Ken. This House Is Made of Mud (Esta casa está hecha de lodo). 
Illustrated by Libba Tracy. Flagstaff, Arizona: Northland Publishing, 1991.  
Cobos, Ruben. Refranes: Southwestern Spanish Proverbs. Santa Fe: Museum 
of New Mexico Press, 1985.  
Crosby, Alexander. The Río Grande: Life for the Desert. Albuquerque: 
Garrard Press, 1966.  
De Paola, Tomie. Charlie Needs a Cloak. New York: Prentice-Hall Publishers, 
1974.  
Dutton, Bertha, and Olin, Caroline. Myths and Legends of the Southwest. 
Bellerophon Books, 1979.  
Griego y Maestas, José and Rudolfo Anaya. Cuentos: Tales from the Hispanic 
Southwest. Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1980.  
Krumgold, Joseph. And Now Miguel. New York: Crowell Publications, 1953.  
La Farge, Oliver. The Mother Ditch (La Acequia Madre). Illustrated by Karl 
Larsson. Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1983.  
Lowell, Susan. The Three Little Javelinas. Illustrated by Jim Harris. Flagstaff, 
Arizona: Northland Publishing, 1992.  
Meyer, Carolyn. Río Grande Stories. San Diego: Harcourt Brace and 
Company, 1994.  
Miles, Miska. Annie and the Old One. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1971.  
Paladino, Catherine. Spring Fleece: A Day of Sheepshearing. Boston: Litte, 
Brown & Co., 1990.  
Parke, Marilyn. Quetzalcoatl Tale of Corn. New York: Simon Y Schuster, 
1992.  
Paulsen, Gary. The Tortilla Factory. Illustrated by Ruth Wright Paulsen. San 
Diego: Harcourt Brace and Company, 1995.  



Peyton, James W. La Cocina de la Frontera: Mexican-American Cooking from 
the Southwest. Santa Fe: Red Crane Books, 1994.  
Politi, Leo. Three Stalks of Corn. New York: Scribner's Publishing Co., 1976.  
Rohmer, Harriet. The Legend of Food Mountain: La Montaña del Alimento. 
San Francisco: Children's Book Press, 1982.  
Smith, MaryLou M. Grandmother's Adobe Dollhouse. Illustrated by Ann 
Blackstone. Santa Fe, New Mexico: New Mexico Magazine, 1984.  
Soto, Gary. Too Many Tamales. Illustrated by Ed Martinez. New York: G.P. 
Putnam and Sons, 1993.  
Stevens, Jan Romero. Carlos and the Squash Plant (Carlos y la planta de 
calabaza). Flagstaff: Northland Publishing Co., 1993.  
Stevens, Jan Romero, Carlos and the Cornfield (Carlos y la milpa de maiz). 
Illustrated by Jean Arnold. Flagstaff: Northland Publishing, 1995.  
Tripp, Valerie. The Josefina Book Series. Pleasant Company Publications, 
1997.  
Webb, David. Adventures with the Santa Fe Trail: An Activity Book for Kids 
and Teachers (Revised Edition). Illustrated by Phillip R. Buntin. Dodge City: 
Kansas Heritage Center, 1993.  
Yoder, Walter D. The Camino Real (the King's Road) Activity Book: Spanish 
Settlers in the Southwest. Santa Fe: Sunstone Press.  

 
 

 
More Online Resources: 

 Museum of New Mexico, Office of Statewide Programs and Education, 
www.museumeducation.org/curricula_treasure_text.htmlwww.museumeducation.org/curricula_treasure_text.html. Treasure 
Trunk text on-line  

 New Mexico Culture Net: www.nmculturenet.orgwww.nmculturenet.org. Units of study: 
Hispanic Folk Arts and the Environment: A New Mexican Perspective. 
Teaching Southwest Architecture to Children  

 Regional Educational Technology Assistance Initiative (RETA), New 
Mexico State University, reta.nmsu.edu. Lesson plans for teachers.  

 education.nmsu.edu/webquest/wq/camino/camino.html. A web quest 
for students on El Camino Real produced by RETA.  

 State of New Mexico's Department of Tourism: www.newmexico.orgwww.newmexico.org  
 www.alacranpress.comwww.alacranpress.com. A photographic portfolio of sites along the 

Camino Real with descriptions and historical information.  
 www.jagger.com/camino.htmlwww.jagger.com/camino.html. More information on the photographer 

who produced the photographic exhibit mentioned above and his work 
along the Camino Real.  

 www.ciawww.cia-g.com/~rockets/elcaminoreal.htm. Links to topics relating to 
the El Camino Real.  

 www.rr.gmcs.k12.nm.us/dNMhist.htmwww.rr.gmcs.k12.nm.us/dNMhist.htm. This links to an index for New 
Mexico history with information on the Camino Real as well as many 
other related subjects.  



 www.golondrinas.orgwww.golondrinas.org. El Rancho de Las Golondrinas, a living history 
museum in La Cienega, New Mexico, a stop along the Camino Real in 
northern New Mexico.  

 
 
Books/Audio-Visual Resources to consult: 
Museum of New Mexico Office of Statewide Programs and Education: 
Resources on New Mexico art, culture and history available on loan to 
New Mexico teachers, 1-800-285-6480. 
Treasure Trunks- artifact kits for classroom use including explanatory 
text, Audio-Visual Resources  

Julyan, Robert. The Place Names of New Mexico. Albuquerque: 
University of New Mexico Press, 1996.  

Lamadrid, Enrique R. Tesoros del Espiritu: A Portrait in Sound of 
Hispanic New Mexico. Embudo, New Mexico: El Norte Academia 
Publications, 1994.  

State of New Mexico's Department of Tourism, El Camino Real: 400 
years of Trade and Travel, cd rom, 1-800-733-6396, ext 7020, 
©1997.  

Video: El Camino Real: El Paso to Santa Fe, New Mexico. Part of 
America's Historic Trails series by Tom Bodett on public television. 1-
800-866-7425 to order.  

Pierce, J. Kingston. El Camino Real Today. Small World Productions, 
Inc., 1997. Companion book to the public television series.  
 
Citations: 
A portion of this lesson and assistance was provided by Lou Ann 
Shurbet, Director of Education, Palace of the Governors, a unit of the 
Museum of New Mexico, P.O. Box 2087, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-
2087. Lashurbet@mnm.state.nm.usLashurbet@mnm.state.nm.us The SIGLO program (Seventh 
Grade Guided Learning Opportunity), an interactive inquiry-based 
program focusing on the history of New Mexico in 1790 developed by 
Penny Gomez, may be presented at schools throughout the state of 
New Mexico by contacting the information above.  

Credits: 
Written by Laura Temple Sullivan Lauratsullivan@cs.comLauratsullivan@cs.com 
 
In collaboration with Linda Pickett, lipicket@nmsu.edulipicket@nmsu.edu and Gabi Alaniz, 
galaniz@nmsu.edugalaniz@nmsu.edu at RETA, Regional Educational Technology 
Assistance Initiative, New Mexico State University, reta.nmsu.edu.  



 


